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:A Bit of Dirt is published:
:quarteﬂy Editor is Gail Martin. if ;
. you have news, or an article you ..
:would like to have published, :
: please call me at 770-381-2513. ;

mate, -
If frozen snowdmps foel a3 yet
the sun

And crocus fires are kindling one
by one:

Sing robin, smg .

I still am sore in doubt™::
concerning Spring.

|Nurseries will discuss' new

_ Agnl 13 & ng

I Wandcr if the sap. IS; Sm:[[]g ye; TO be Announced

If wintry birds are dreaming of a .

March 9

A representative from Pike’s

mtrodqctlons for 1988,

,ﬁ»;@--éPA,'-'Mérfch. 19, 7:30.p.m,:

Atianta History Center .- - .
Dr. Allan Armitage on Phiox,.
Heucheras, Pulmonaria. -

GA Native Plant Society
March 10, 7:30 pm. -

. Patricia Howell,Medicinal g
- Herbs,Northwest Unitanan

Church
Field Trip - On Wednesday,

+-April 15th, we will go to

DeKalb College South =
Campus for a tour of fhe

wildflower garden. Bnng a

sack lunch.

* Welcome to our 1996 Mas- -
1. ter Gardener Graduates

SprING

We want to get ‘friore ac- 'V

"quamted ‘with you “and find

the place in our group that
" meats your gardenmg inter-
ests

‘As wé begm our 5th year

we want to continue our

spirit of volunteerism while
'~ we continue to leam, but’

have fun while we do it.

"1 am excited about our slate

of officers. It is my piea- -
sure to serve as your Presi= -

 dént with Judy Pitts, Vice

Premdent ‘LaDonna Bene-

“dict,  Secretary- and Jan

Harnsen, Tredgurer. Judy
Pitts has some wonderful- -

speakers lined up forus, as -

well as exciting field trips.”

'_‘Nothmg can take the place
‘of your first’ spnng day in
" the garden ‘Spring never
' comes too early for garden-" T
ers. We have waited gl -
winter to get our harids and -

knees. dirty. Have a great

| . time, se8 you at the meet!-

‘!'J ‘i‘!\ éheﬂé

pccrpgae
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'NEW HORIZONS

EA / .
.:'f' he 1998 Annual _Meeting of the Georgia herbaceous perennials that would be
Master Gardeners was held at the Atlanta appropriate for zones 6 through 8 She
Bofanical Garden on January 10. Over 315 brought back seeds of many plants among

Master Gardeners attended, a terrific tumout  thema primula that may do well in.the South,
mdeedl e Th | o arisemas, peonies, buddleias and vibumums.

From the pictures she took of the-hetels, and
Our ﬁrst —speaker of -the. day was Bob some of the food they ate, | don't think I'll
Westerfield, who discussed advanced training  follow in her footsteps!
for Master Gardeners. The first session is
planned for June 11 in Athens just prior to our . Following Mildred, George Schmid, author of
summer meeting. They are shooting for about The Genus Hosta, gave us an interesting
100 people, and plans now are for ad:agnes’ttc ovérdied of the late -18th . century hosta.
chn@c and an entomology sesswn introduction to Europe and subsequent
breeding. He discussed good companions for™
Bob also announced the Southeast Regional . hostag in the garden, mentioning especially
MG meeting in Pensacola Fiorida, to be held .  femns, grasses, azaleas and dayhues
April 20-22.

TR Y

' The GMGA business meetmg Qame next,
Dr. Ed Brown, Extension F‘rcgram Coordinator,  where we welcomed our new officers and bid
Plant Pathology, UGA, explained the future of goodbye to our past oﬁicers

diagnosing plant problems throughout the

state. 60 diagnostic sites will be set up in ‘After a deughtful lunch and a stroﬂ thmugh/
county extension offices, containing PCs, the gardens, we reassembled to hear Eelder
digital  cameras, microscopes and other - Rushing- -expound on water in the garden, folk
equipment. Plants will be brought into the . art in general, and flamingos in particular. As
extension offices, digital images will be taken, * aiways, Felder was a.delight. Did you know
videos of microscopic slides will be taken if he has carried a pearl, feather and glitter
necessary, and all uploaded via the intemet to - encrusted fiamingo all over this country, and :.
the pathology labs at UGA.. It will take 3 years ‘ ~ '

to implement the total program, but the. first 31

sites will be operattonal by April 1 of this year

Eventuany a dlagnostnc fibrary will be available
on-the interet site for everyone to use. He
had taken some images with the digital camera
before the meeting, and he showed us exactly
how the process would work A fascmatmg
use. for new technology '

Mlldfed Pmneﬂ H@rttculturist at the Atlanta\
Botanic Garden, then showed slides ahd

discussed her recent collecting trip to China.- »
The purpose of the trip was to find new
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- EXPLORING NEW HORIZONS, continued

- |
Europe. Who eise but Felder! He also had
a Christmas tree in his garden made of
tires, and very nicely degt_:rated.

Several Master Gardeners then told us of
the projects they had been involved in.
These ranged from taking over a dérelict
greenhouse in Savannah, decorating a
Christmas tree with bamboo ornaments
(and thus winning first prize for uniqueness
in decorations), a trial garden at Wesleyan .
College in Macérn:: Othier-projects were an GardenSmith, and many of us were busy
arbor_built’ ‘@t theé’“Odkhurst Community highlighting the things we had to have.
Garden, a butterfly garden at a Lumpkin - o

County . elementary,.-school, Triangle Hal Massie, our own Master Gardener,
Gardens and the Aberpathy Beauty Border finished up the day with a lecture on moss.. -
in Fulton County and a Rose Garden in gardening. He explained:that'moss.is ...
East Point. G6ad work:“all of them. native piant underused in gardens, and =
N Co e e perfect for that shady béd it“séems s¢' -
Denise Smith, of GardenSmith Nursery in difficult to fill. Mosses ‘are simple little
Jefferson, Ga.,.was as.chaming as ever. plants that need. little. in. the way of
She spoke:on-ornamental vegetables, and maintenance, and are:easy:{o propagate.

‘He explained the: proper .way to plant
moss mats (really, stép on'it). Hal also - .
said the best compariions for mosses are
'small, evergreen, shade folerant plants .
such as fems, hostas and. partridgeberry.

~ The meeting wasa great success, and
although we weren't able'to have break-
out sessions due to overbookihg by the

~ ABG, we ali got to hear everyons, which
was a blessing in disguise.

)

'Q‘@.‘Lﬁ'[-)‘é;?ﬁ;i‘g'\jé\,\’a\”_ . '
showed slides of an amazing number of " Dinst & dowding 8 e 50, :

unusual and beautiful vegetables and . RS
nerbs. Lots of lettuces, colorful chard, - | Z“”“"“;:‘f"ﬁffﬁ“ff*,‘? g
bright peppers,. burgundy okra and purple e o befone e sje cawfoesté >3-
broccoli. She .alse had-siides of herbs, K X
__ lemon verbena-by.a gate, rosemary, basil, 7 PSRN B
sage and thyme. ' Denise handed. out a < . Lijp. Bogne |
piant list of this season’s offerings at valsa Sserven-

! —
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Or better said, the pcssuble and
hopeful retum of the Amenean
Chestnut. : L

Our eastern hardwood forests
from Maine to Georgla m once

filled with pure chestniit stands. . |

Mature trees could reach 80-1

tall, average 4-5 ft in diameter and

live for 800 years. The trees were
covered with creamy flowers in
early summer, making the
mountainsides appear to be
covered with snow. The nuis were
said to be the best flavored of all
chestnuts, demand was high and
becanie a maijor -cash crop for
many families in Appalachia. Bear,

deer, wild turkeys and the now

extinct Passenger Pigeons - all
survived winters by eating the nuts.

A fungus, probabiy imported from

the Orient prior to the passage of
plant quarantine laws, infected the
trees in New York City in 1804. The
blight ‘tore through the forests,
spreading 20-50 miles a year, and
killing every chestnut in its path. By
1950 the American chestnut was
sliminated as a forest tree. All that
remains are isolated .stump and
root sprouts, as the roots were not
killed by the disease.

Since the blight first made its
presence known, plans and
experiments have been underway
to breed blight resistant trees. The
longest-contmumg

the biight. The early CT work
focused on hybrids that were a
combination of species, planted
over 10,000 seedlings in Virginia
which are still being evaluated.
Two of the Connecticut's  first-
generation-backcrossed trees

URN OF THE AMER](

‘[(ChmeseXAmencan)XAmencan}

breeding .
program is that in Connecticut,”
begun soon after the discovery of

are now 50 and 43 years old.

A group of scientists formed The
American Chestnut Foundation in
4983. This is a non-profit

_ organization whose mission is to
| -restore the American chestnut as

an integral part of the eastem
forest ecosystem.

The Foundatnon s approach is to

use backcrossing to tx:ansfer the |

blight resistance of the Chinese

tree to the American tree. ltentails [ -

crossing the two trees to obtain a
tree that'is 1/2 Chinese and 1/2
American, then backcrossed to an
American chesinut to obtain a tree
that is 3/4 American. Each further
cycle reduces the Chinese fraction
by a factor of 1/2, and they hope
eventually to breed out all of the
Chinese cheracteristics except for
blight rasistance. The goai of the
Foundation is to produce trees
which are 15/16ths American, and
which will be indistinguishable
from pure American chestnuts.

Chestnut tree hybrids are available

for the home gardener from a

number of nurseries. = One in

Georgia is Lawson’s Nursery, -
Route 1, Box 472, Yellow Creek
Road, Bali Ground, GA 30107.

A
Gardener’s Bookshelf

APE PLANTS OF TH
§Q_UJ‘_|:1 by R. Gardon Halfacre and

| . Anne R. Shawcroft

" This book focuses on shrubs and

trees, -including some vines and
ground covers. ~ Each plant is
pictured and details of growth habits

and requirements are listed.

SOUTHERN. GARDENER'S BOOK

'OF LISTS by Lois Trigg Chaplin

A book just for Southern gardeners
it sorts piants by type and by
requirements. Want a pink

- perennial that blooms in fali? You'll
_.find it here, as well as a resource list

for purchasmg the p!ant you found
A THERN
TH BU ,
NING IN WINTER
ING_FOR LO\ ARKET

BULLETINS ~all by Elizabeth
Lawrence -

For gardeners who have not yet
discovered Miss Lawrence, a reai
treat is in store with these books.
She wrote with great beauty, and
her knowledge and iove of her North
Carolina gardens is evident in all
her books.

- THE_GENUS HOSTA by George
Schmid

The book covers hostas worldwide
and discusses their seigction, carr
and feeding: Mr. Schmid gardens i.

Tucker, growing many of the hostas

he discusses in his book.
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SButterfly CGarderning

Butterfly gardening is the newest
rage to hit gardeners nationwide.
Gardens meant o atiract these
lovely winged insects are easy
plant, and lovely to look at even
without the buiterflies.

In order to be successful in your
efforts 1o aitract butterflies ycu
must plart net only nectar flowers,
but larval food as weil. It is easy to
include some of these in your
garden, and the excitement of
seeing a parsley piant covered with
swallowiail caterpillars is worth 2
few chomped down leaves.

Following is a list of common
butterflies and their larval food.

Pipsvine Swailowiail
Pipevine (Arstolochia tomentosa)

Biack Swaliowtail .
Carrots .
Parsley

Dill

TigerSwallowtail
Wild cherry

Birch

Ash

Tulip pogiar ,
Appie

Cylf Fritillary
Passion vines

Moenagreh
Mitlowanads

Painted Lady
Thistles
Lackhelor's bullons

Other plants that atiract butterfly
larva include clover, hackberry,
elm, snapdragon and willows.

Nectar sources are many and
varied. Among the flowers in our
borders are alvssum, daigies,
lantana, marigolds, sedums,
phlox, asters and zinnias.
Addtional flowers include liatris,
rudbeckia, eupatorium, solidago,
monarda, spearmint and verbena.

Shrubs and irees that flewer are

alsn exceilent nestar sourcess,
Some of them that altract many
different butterfiies are buddisias,
biueberries, Duckeyes, sumac,
privet, redbud, lindera, and spirea.

P!ant some of thess wees, shrubs
and flowers and you wiil be amply
rewarded for tha time spent by the
pumber of lovely putterflies flitting
arcund and through yaur gardgn.

Gardens are not made,
By singing - “Oh, how becusiful”
And sitting in ihe shade.

Rudvord Kipling

GARDENING
—— ON THE
= WEE

The World Wide Web contzins 2
vast number of resources Jor
gardeners. The Web can be a
confusing piace to find things if you
dor't know where to siart. Listed
helow are some sites that will gst
you started.

Atianta Garden Connection
www.atigarden.com

The Garden Gate
w.prairienet. orglparden-gate/

Green Thumb Corner
www. hiit. comfBusiharns/green. hitm

National Gardening Association
www2.qarden.org/ngaHOME HTML

The Garden Web
www.gardenweb.com

The Garden Net
veww. trine.com/Gardsniielf

_Thess are all sites that inclurie links

to specific plants, articles, book
reviews, builetin boards and more.
Several of them have links to Stals
Extension Offices, and o sevarsi
piant encycicpedias.

PlartAmerica
wwav_piantarerica.com

' Our own UGAAdichael Dirr sits for

profassionals, but with an sxcallen:
plent search capabiiity. The Dirr and
Armitage CDs may be oidared hare,

T RS w&m@? ‘ya‘/f

,,
azvs‘?“',/-, E
April prepares her 3
green affic light and &
‘he world thizks GO ¥
/”ﬁiﬁ. 3
S . Cluestopher Movize i
-l i
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it was a dream come true to
go to England last
September. - it was an
unfortunate time, ‘however,
as weamvadtwodays after
Princess Diana's funeral.
We saw a grieving nation
demonstrate their: love and
respect for her and learn
that life goes on. It was an
amazing experience.

Yet, we had gone to visit the
famed gardens of England.
There are so many
incredible - gardens, both
huge estates and small
cottages Many are. cwnad

privately owned -gardens
open to the public as well.
As we had limited time, we
had . to prioritize which
gardens to-visit. | chose
Hidcote  Manor Garden,
Stourhead, - Christopher
Lloyd's Great Dixter, and
the Royal Botanic Garden in
Edinburgh. However, it was
the Sissinghurst Castle

Garden that changed my

attitude aboutfgardening.

Sissinghurst is one of the
most famous gardens in the
world. It is operated by the
National Trust and has
almost  200,00C visitors
annually. An Elizabathan

mansion was buiitinthe mid

~ 1500's, was used as a

prison camp in 1756, and
most of it was demolished
by 1800. By 1930, when
Vita Sackville-West
purchased the property, the
condition was deplorable.

But Vita longed for an

estate where she could
build ‘her own garden. - So
began the transformation.

The most noteworthy
thing about gardeners
 is that they are always
opiimistic, always
enterprising, and never

National Trust, but thereare ~ §  12° ﬁ”"“f to doing.

. better than.they have
ever done before.

' Vita Sackville-West

Sissinghurst is magnificent..

Vita and her husband,
Harold Niccison, designed &
number of garden rooms.
They are : the white garden,
the top courtyard, the lower
courtyard, the sunken
garden, the rose garden,

the cottage garden, the lime

walk, the nutterv, the herb
garden, the thyme lawn, the
orchard, the azalea bank,
and more. It becams hard
to appreciate my perenniai

the garden..

by Jan Hansen -
bordef back in Gwinnett! [t

just  didn't measure up.

Then | leamed something :
Sissinghurst (and Rome)
wasn't built inaday. Ona

~wall in one of the tower

rooms, there was a chart of
the chronological history of
it was an

ongoing process from 1830
and continued past the

] deaths of both Vita and
Harold, and still continues

today. In 1930, theycleared

- the nuttery and- unearthed

the moat wall. In 1931, they

“sowed the lawns in the

courtyards and laid paths ir
the cottage garden. In
1932, they planted the yew
walk, etc. Every yeer thay
added to the garden, even
during World War .

So, i've decided that my
yard is “a work in progress”.
I've only been working on it
for about three years. |
have a long way to g, but !
no longer pressure myself
o get it done. It will never
be a Sissinghurst. But, my
house isn't a 16th century
castie, either!

S
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One of the delights of spring -
is a tramp through the woods. .’
wildflowers..
lucky ..
enough to have a woodsy
corner in your own garden,
and-can grow many. of our,

looking for
Perhaps . you are

spring ephemerals. Nothmg
matches the delight of spying

the ﬁrst bloodroot .orAriflium, ..

of the season

in a normal spring, March is
the month for beginning
bloom, and April is the main
w:ldﬂower bloom time.

March wm brmg Bloodroot
Sanguinaria canadensis,
Spring Beauty, Claytonia
caroliniana, Birdfoot violet,
Viola pedata, Toothwort,
Dentaria laciniata and the
rare and wonderful Oconee
Bells, Shortia galacifolia.

Also in March we have the
blocoms of the Redbud, Cercis
canadensis, Sweet Shrub,
calycanthus floridus, and our
beloved Dogwood Comus
florida.

April then bursts forth with 2

'All the Trilliums are here, and
the Crested iris, Iris cnstata

Foam Flower, Tlanella cord:. s
folia, Shooting Star, Dode-

catheon ‘meadia, and both
Ladyslippers, Cypridemium
acaule and C. calceaolus.
The wild gingers, Asarum
species, are hiding their little
brown jugs, Bellwort, Uvalaria
grandifiora, Solomor’s Seal,
Polygonatum biflorum, and
Fire Pink, Silene virginica,

-add to the woodland scene. - .. .

The wild azaleas, Rhododen-
dron species, light up the
woodland and scent the air
with their sweet fragrance.

Leucothue hangs its white .. .

bells over leafy Mayapple,
Podophyllum peltatum and
the mountain tops are white
with Fringed  phacelia,
Phacelia fimbriata.

rainbow. of .wildflowers and
. blooming shrubs and trees.

tat

Horticulturally, the month of May is

opening night, Homecoming, and

Graduation Day all rolled into one.
Tam Mossman

~ May ushers in the Catawba

Rhododendron, Rhododen-

dron catawbiense, and Moun- .~

tain Laurel, Kalmia latifolia.
Phiox, Phiox carolina, Biuets,
‘Houstonia  species,

o acmally drop a fewreal =

,' less than a week:
and-

AT m—— T

Galax, Galax aphylla add
their colors to the picture.
Alsa beginning are the Butter-

fly weed, Asclepius tuberosa,

Queen Anne’s Lace, Daucus
carota, Sundrops, oenothera
tetragoma, and Meadow Rue,
Thahctrum revolutum. Above

all these, the Flame Azales,
Rhododendron calendu-
laceum stands out as an ex-
clamation point.

Many of us plant wildflowers
in our gardens. The' only time

digging; from the wild is ac-

- ceptable is during a piant res-

cue operatlon If you are buy-
ing plants make sure that
they &re hurséry propagated
not just nursery grown. This is
the only way we can save the
wildlings in their natural habi-

- Almost any farmer can describe
blackbeny wiier. It's that cold

= spell that comes in May, about

" three weeks after spring fever. It
comes when blackberries are in

» blaom ‘and does sometimes

mm;ﬂakes into the white flowers.
It doesn 't bite through to the

u hard, green incipient berries

* nested bekiind the petals. Ii lasts

RS LA AR EARSENSAEDN

- Rachel Peden

:l':_.l‘l'.llllillllll
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